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OVERVIEW

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has released the FY2026
Continuum of Care (CoC) Program Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO).

The competitive application requires each CoC to rank, score, and select new and renewal
projects according to HUD's funding priorities and project performance.

This Request for Proposal (RFP) packet includes a timeline for the local competition, outlines and
scoring elements for each project type that will be accepted, and details how the Northwest
Louisiana CoC (also referred to as the NWLA CoC, HOPE Connections, and/or HOPE) will evaluate,
score, and rank renewal and new projects.

It is expected that all agencies applying for new or renewal project funding will read the FY26
HUD CoC NOFO with the link provided on the HOPE website. The HUD NOFO is referenced
throughout this document, along with relevant section references.

Northwest Louisiana Continuum of Care

Approximately 250 men, women, and children are unhoused in emergency shelters and on the
streets in Northwest Louisiana on any given night. Lack of affordable housing, low incomes, and
lack of connection to clinical services that treat disabilities are primary causes of homelessness.
Disabilities including chronic health conditions, mental illness, developmental disabilities, and
physical disabilities create additional challenges in resolving homelessness. Additionally,
substance abuse can be a cause or exacerbate existing disabilities leading to homelessness.

As a collaborative coalition, HOPE Connections believes that homelessness is both solvable and
preventable. With a person-centered and data-driven approach, we strive to build a sustainable,
efficient housing placement system that continually improves, evolves, and works effectively for
everyone living unhoused in Northwest Louisiana. Our geographic area includes Shreveport,
Bossier City, and the parishes of Caddo, Bienville, Bossier, Claiborne, DeSoto, Red River, and
Webster.

Designated CoC NOFO-related Entities for Northwest Louisiana

e Collaborative Applicant for the HUD Continuum of Care - HOPE Connections convenes
homeless service providers and other relevant community partners and carries out local
policies and system improvements approved by the Continuum of Care Board of Directors

e Continuum of Care Board of Directors - oversees the development and system
improvements, and solutions-driven initiatives for the system of homeless housing and
services

e CoC Planning Committee oversees the development process of the regional NOFO
submission to HUD

e CoC Scoring and Ranking Sub-Committee is an impartial group with no known conflicts
of interest selected by the CoC Board to review, score, and rank project submissions
according to the HUD priorities and measures included in this document. This group
determines which projects will be included in the HUD CoC NOFO submission



All local application materials, processes, and meeting notices will be posted to the
HOPE Connections website at www.nwlahope.org and sent to the CoC Membership
via email. To subscribe to the CoC email list, simply fill out the short form on the

HOPE website.

FUNDING AVAILABLE AND DATES

Estimated FY26 Funding Available

Amount Type Description
$4,341,130 | The Annual Renewal Demand This funding can be used for Coordinated
(ARD) for LA-502, Entry, HMIS, Permanent Supportive Housing,
Shreveport/Bossier/Northwest | Rapid Rehousing, and Transition Projects
LA CoC
$865,124 | CoC DV Bonus Project Funding | This funding can be used for DV specific
(This number is an estimate. The final | Transitional Housing or a DV specific
amount has not been released by HUD.) Coordinated Entry Project
NOFO Section II, B., 3., e., page 12 '
$661,169 | CoC Bonus Project Funding In our CoC, this funding can be used to
(This number is an estimate. The final | create new Transitional Housing Projects,
amount hag not been released by HUD.) Supportive Service Only (SSO) Street
NOFO Section ll, B., 3., page 11 Outreach
Expansion grants for Coordinated Entry and
HMIS.
$5,867,423 Estimated Total Amount of Funding Available

HUD NOFO Project Priorities

All applicants should ensure their projects address the following national priorities:
* Promoting Economic Self-Sufficiency
* Prioritizing Treatment and Recovery as a Means to Self-Sufficiency
+ Advancing Public Safety for All
* Minimizing Trauma for Vulnerable Populations
* Reducing Unsheltered



http://www.nwlahope.org/

Funding Component Types

This overview defines various project component types. The housing and service types available
listed below are specific to the Northwest Louisiana CoC and exclude some options in the HUD
CoC NOFO that are not applicable locally. HUD may reject, reclassify, or reduce a DV Bonus, CoC
Bonus or CoC Reallocation project as described elsewhere in the HUD NOFO.

The funding available for our CoC in this competition is broken into the following categories:

Annual Renewal Demand $4,341,130
Tier 1 $2,604,678
Tier 1 will consist of Renewal Projects including Permanent Supportive Housing, HMIS, and
Coordinated Assessment.
Tier 2 $1,736,452
Tier 2 will consist of New Projects created through the CoC Reallocation process (including
Transition Grants).
Allowable Project Types:
e Transitional Housing
e Supportive Service Only (SSO) projects
o SSO Projects include:
=SSO Standalone Supportive Services including: Housing Navigation
Teams, Employment Assistance Teams, Behavioral Health and Healthcare
Access Teams
=SSO Street Outreach tied to treatment, employment, recovery, and
housing

DV Bonus Projects $865,124
Applicants may apply for Bonus Projects specifically to serve those fleeing Domestic
Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking.
Allowable project types are:
e Transitional Housing
e DV-specific Coordinated Entry

CoC Bonus Projects $661,169
Applicants may apply for the following types of new projects through the CoC Bonus
Project:
e Transitional Housing for those moving directly from the streets
e Supportive Service Only (SSO) projects
e SSO Projects include:
o SSO Standalone Supportive Services including: Housing
Navigation Teams, Employment Assistance Teams,
Behavioral Health and Healthcare Access Teams
o SSO Street Outreach tied to treatment, employment,
recovery, and housing
o SSO Coordinated Assessment (including CAP expansion)
e HMIS Expansion Project (must be submitted by CoC designated HMIS Lead Agency)
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Dates and Timelines
Dates are established based on HUD's Notice of Funding Opportunity; some dates are subject to
change within the established timeframe that is required by HUD's Notice.

The dates below are related to requirements in the HUD CoC NOFO section VI., A., pages 96 - 100.

Wednesday, July 8"

2 pm CST - Mandatory Informational Training For Renewal and New Applicants
via Zoom. Link available on HOPE Connections website - www.nwlahope.org

Wednesday, July 29"

11:59 pm CST - CoC Renewal Projects submitted to Collaborative Applicant via
eSNAPS and other requested documents submitted by email to
hopeconnections@nwlahope.org with the subject line “FY26 CoC Submission”.

Transition/New/Bonus Project Letters of Intent and requested documents
submitted via email to hopeconnections@nwlahope.org with the subject line
“FY26 CoC Submission”.

Between August 3 and August 6™
CoC Project Review & Ranking Committee will review and rank all renewal
and new projects submitted by the CoC-established deadline

Friday, August 7

All project applicants will be notified by email whether their project
application(s) will be accepted and ranked on the CoC Priority Listing, rejected,
or reduced by the CoC.

New projects that are selected will begin entering requested data info eSNAPS.

Monday, August 24™

HOPE will post the final approved CoC Application and the CoC Priority Listing
on our website and submit both parts of the application to HUD




ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION CONSIDERATIONS

Eligible Applicants

Faith-Based organizations, Nonprofit Organizations with 501c3, States, Local Government,
Instrumentalities of State and Local Governments, Indian Tribes, and TDHEs.

Public housing agencies, as such term is defined in 24 CFR 5.100, are eligible without limitation or
exclusion.

Not Eligible: Individuals and For-profit entities

Important Information When Considering Applying
e HUD CoC Projects have a 25% match requirement for all line items except leasing which has

no match requirement.

e Applicants must be able to financially manage projects including:

o Ability to fully operate projects for up to 3 months without reimbursement due to
possible delays in HUD CoC project contracts

o Draw down funds at least quarterly

o Expend 100% of grant funds within the 12 month grant period

e Applicants can request up to 10% in Administrative Funds.

e Projects that are awarded will be required to pay a Fee for Service to HOPE Connections which
is calculated proportionally among all projects.

e All CoC funded projects are required to enter complete, accurate, and timely data directly into
and produce all reporting out of the statewide LSNDC Homeless Management Information
System database. Applicable project staff must also participate in scheduled data quality and
reporting meetings required by the HMIS lead.

DV Projects are excluded from this requirement but must enter data into a DV comparable
database.
e Submit an Annual Progress Report (APR) to HUD on time/ no more than 90 days after the end
of the grant period
e All housing project participants enrolled must by referred by the Coordinated Assessment
Project which maintains the CoC’s By-Name List, a prioritized waiting list.
e HUD CoC Housing Projects are required to conduct Case Management using the Housing

Stability Case Management Guidebook.



FUNDING APPLICATION DETAILS

Required Attachments will be available to those who attend the Mandatory CoC Application
Webinar.

Applicant Selection Process

Threshold Criteria
All applications submitted by the CoC due date and that meet the Threshold Criteria will be
reviewed by the CoC Review, Ranking, and Scoring Committee

e Project must be submitted by an eligible applicant (non-profit, faith-based organization, state
or local government or instrumentality of state of local government, public housing
authority).

e Application must be for an eligible project type as included in this RFP

e Current and Active Registration with SAM.gov and ability to provide their Unique Entity

Identifier (UEI)

e Documentation of active registration with the office of the Louisiana Secretary of State

o Sufficiency of Financial Management System as documented by submission of the most recent
agency audit

e Active membership in the HOPE Housing Solutions Alliance (CoC), which includes registration
and at least one representative from your agency or organization attending 70% of CoC
meetings held as stated permanently on the HOPE website

e One year minimum experience providing any type of housing to people living unhoused

e No Debarments and/or Suspensions and able to meet the Mandatory Disclosure Requirement
whenever there is credible evidence of any of the following in connection with the award or
any activities in violation of Federal criminal law involving fraud, conflict of interest, bribery, or
gratuity violations.

Application must be completed in entirety and submitted with all required attachments
by deadline of Wednesday, July 29", 2026, by 11:59 PM CST.

Scoring Criteria

Renewal Projects

Enter approved renewal projects into eSNAPS and submit all required attachments by
Wednesday, July 29™ 2026, by 11:59 PM CST

Scoring tool will be posted as soon as possible.




Transitional Housing

Points Available

Describe how the proposed project will assess the service needs of
program participants and provide individualized services for program
participants during their time in Transitional Housing that will result in
at least 20 hours per week of engagement in services, activities or
employment for all program participants

The 20 hours per week may be reduced proportionately for
participants who are employed. The 20 hours per week does not
apply to participants over age 62 or with handicaps as defined in 24
CFR 8.3 or a with a developmental disability as defined under 24 CFR
578.3

10

Describe how the project will provide and/or partner with healthcare,
mental health treatment providers, substance abuse treatment
providers and employment partners that assist program participants to
obtain and maintain housing

Applicants must list referral providers as outlined:

1 healthcare provider

2 mental health treatment providers

2 substance abuse treatment providers

(If a referral provides both mental health and substance abuse
services, please list separately under both.)

1 employment partner in addition to Goodwill Industries, which has
an MOU with the CoC to provide employment services to eligible
participants

20

Describe the proposed project’s experience and/or ability to create
service plans for each program participant that include:

. Services to be provided, when, how often, and by whom services
will be provided

o Program participant goals, strategies for achieving those goals,
and target dates for achievement to focus on improved health/wellness,
housing stability, and increased employment income leading to financial
stability and self-sufficiency.

10

Describe plan for supporting participant exits to permanent housing
within 24 months.

10

Demonstrate the average cost per household served for the project is
reasonable. 2 CFR 200.404

Total Available Points

52




Supportive Services Only (SSO) Standalone
(24 C.F.R. 578.37(a)(3) and 578.53)

Points Available

Describe in detail the supportive services to be provided to assist
people in exiting homelessness, addressing barriers to stable housing
and increasing self-sufficiency and how the applicant will conduct an
annual assessment of the service needs of the program participants.
Examples of CoC priorities: Housing Navigation Teams, Employment
Assistance Teams, Behavioral Health and Healthcare Access Teams

20

The proposed project has a strategy for providing supportive services
to eligible program participants including those with histories of
unsheltered homelessness and those who do not traditionally engage
with supportive services.

10

Describe how the project will provide and/or partner with healthcare,
mental health treatment providers, substance abuse treatment
providers and employment partners that assist program participants to
obtain and maintain housing

Applicants must list referral providers as outlined:

1 healthcare provider

2 mental health treatment providers

2 substance abuse treatment providers

(If a referral provides both mental health and substance abuse
services, please list separately under both.)

1 employment partner in addition to Goodwill Industries, which has
an MOU with the CoC to provide employment services to eligible
participants

10

Demonstrate the average cost per household served for the project is
reasonable. 2 CFR 200.404

Total Available Points

42
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Supportive Services Only (SSO) Street Outreach

Points Available

Demonstrate that the applicant has a history of, or a plan for,
partnering with first responders and law enforcement to engage
people living in places not meant for human habitation to access
emergency shelter, treatment programs, reunification with family,
transitional housing or independent living.

The applicant must cooperate and not interfere or impede with the
enforcement of local laws such as public camping and public drug
use laws and assist/be willing to assist first responders in their efforts
to engage homeless individuals.

10

The proposed project has a strategy for providing supportive services
to eligible program participants including those with histories of
unsheltered homelessness and those who do not traditionally engage
with supportive services.

10

The applicant has experience providing outreach services, or a plan
for providing outreach services, consistent with the activity
description at 24 CFR 578.53(e)(13) and has a plan for or has
demonstrated effectiveness at helping people successfully exit from
places not meant for human habitation to emergency shelter,
treatment programs, transitional housing or permanent housing
programs.

10

Describe how the project will provide and/or partner with healthcare,
mental health treatment providers, substance abuse treatment
providers and employment partners that assist program participants to
obtain and maintain housing. And, if applicable, how participants will be
connected to mainstream benefits such as Medicare, Medicaid, SSI,
and SNAP.

Applicants must list referral providers as outlined:

1 healthcare provider

2 mental health treatment providers

2 substance abuse treatment providers

(If a referral provides both mental health and substance abuse
services, please list separately under both.)

1 employment partner in addition to Goodwill Industries, which has
an MOU with the CoC to provide employment services to eligible
participants

20

Demonstrate the average cost per household served for the project is
reasonable. 2 CFR 200.404.

Total Available Points

52
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SSO-Coordinated Entry (SSO-CE)
Only the current Coordinated Entry provider may apply for this as an
expansion project.

Points Available

The Coordinated Entry system is easily available and reachable for all

persons within the CoC's geographic area who are seeking 10
homelessness assistance. The system must also be accessible for
persons with disabilities within the CoC's geographic area.
There is a strategy for advertising that is designed specifically to
reach households experiencing homelessness with the highest needs. 10
There is a standardized assessment process.
10

The project will ensure program participants are directed to
appropriate housing and services that fit their needs. 10

Total Available Points 40

DV Bonus Project

Points Available

In addition to the questions related to the project type application, DV Bonus Project applicants

must address the following:

Describe how you will monitor sub-grantees is applicable. 10
Describe how your project includes Trauma Informed Care for 10
participants and the frequency and type of training received on this
approach.
Describe whether or not the project is survivor-centered, what it 10
considers as survivor-centered activities, and the frequency and type
of training received on this approach.

Total Available Points 30

Please note that the score awarded to each applicant via the scoring tool is one
component of how the CoC Review, Ranking, & Scoring Committee will determine
new projects that are selected to be submitted for funding under the CoC
Competition. The CoC Review, Ranking, & Scoring Committee will also

factor prior performance of the applicant operating CoC-funded projects and take
into consideration whether projects align with HUD priorities and/or could help the

CoC achieve a greater score in Merit Review.
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REALLOCATION POLICY

For many years, HUD has emphasized the importance of reallocating funding from
underperforming projects, projects that are underspending, or projects that no longer meet the
CoC needs or aligns with HUD Priorities. For FY 2026, HUD has communicated that in order to
receive bonus project funding, communities must be able to demonstrate allocation decisions are
made based on performance and/or that they can successfully reallocate funding from lower-
performing projects.

The CoC Governance Charter Reallocation Policy states that it uses previous NOFO results, project
performance, HUD priorities, and program guidelines to develop the following factors that will be
used to determine whether full or partial reallocation of funds from a project may be necessary.

¢ Spending History
Projects with a history of returning funds to HUD will be considered for a partial or full
reallocation of funds. Three completed years of spending history will be reviewed to show
historical trends. HUD expects programs to spend 100% of the funds they are allocated—if
projects are chronically underspending but are included in the ranking without
reallocation, HUD may reject funding for that project.

¢ Client Outcomes
Projects will be reviewed related to permanent housing stability, income growth,
connection to mainstream benefits, and other outcomes as measured in the Annual
Performance Report.

¢ Program Compliance and Monitoring
Projects that are non-compliant for the CoC Program regulations (including participant
eligibility), HUD regulations, Coordinated Access and/or HMIS participation.

e CoC Leadership Participation
Projects whose staff are not actively involved in the CoC Membership, CoC Board, CoC
Case Conferencing Meetings, etc. will be seen as not interested in the growth and success
of the CoC in the goal of reducing homelessness in all sub-populations..

The Review, Ranking, and Scoring Committee will notify renewal projects of their reallocation
status and rationale in writing. If a renewal project would like to appeal the reallocation decision, a
formal letter must be sent to hopeconnections@nwlahope.org within 5 days of the decision being
communicated to the agency. Appeal requests will be reviewed by the CoC Board of Directors.
Projects may be asked for additional information to substantiate their appeal. The CoC Board will
review all appeals and communicate a final decision to the renewal project in writing. However,
because of the 60% cap on permanent housing projects, the CoC Board may be limited on the
ability to accommodate appeal requests.
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FY26 HUD NOFO HIGHLIGHTS

1. Investment in New Transitional Housing and Supportive Service Only Projects

Unlike in prior years, CoCs may apply for Transitional Housing and Supportive Service Only
projects including street outreach. In order to increase competition, broaden the applicant pool,
and restore balance to the Continuum of Care Program, this NOFO provides a set-aside

of $1,300,000,000 for new projects with a priority for Transitional Housing and Supportive Service
Only projects. CoCs may use the Transition Grant process described in Sec. I.B.3.k to create new
projects. HUD reminds CoCs that individuals living in Permanent Housing may be eligible for
Transitional Housing (see HUD guidance) and encourages CoCs to assess the unique needs of
individuals and families to provide appropriate assistance to meet their needs.

2. Increase in Competition

The Continuum of Care program is a national competition between geographic areas (42 U.S.C.
113864a). Consistent with the FY26 HUD appropriation, Tier 1is set at 60 percent of the CoC's
Annual Renewal Demand (ARD). HUD reminds CoCs and applicants of the Solo Applicant appeal
process described in Sec. VIII.D.3.a. for project applicants that believe they were denied the right
to participate in a reasonable manner.

HUD will competitively renew or replace YHDP projects. Additionally, the CoC may use the YHDP
Replacement process (which includes YHDP Reallocation) to create new YHDP grants. If significant
changes to a renewing YHDP project are needed the YHDP project may replace its current project
with a new YHDP Replacement project, that may wholly or in part include activities ineligible
under the CoC Program as outlined in section IV.B.2 of this NOFO.

3. Increase in Equitable Bonus Funding

Due to the increase in competition, CoCs may apply for bonus projects in an amount of up to 15%
of the CoC's Final Pro-Rata Need (FPRN). The CoC Bonus funding structure described in Sec.
[1.B.3.c affords all CoCs a more equitable opportunity to compete for bonus funds and better
ensures that awards are made on the basis of merit, not merely existing resources.

4. Expanding Eligible DV Bonus Projects to Include Transitional Housing.

Unlike prior years, Transitional Housing is an eligible DV Bonus project in this NOFO.
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026, Pub. L. 119-75, div. D, tit. II, 140 Stat. 173, 399 (Dec. 3,
2026). The Secretary has determined that Transitional Housing is an eligible activity that is critical
in order to assist individuals and families of persons experiencing trauma or a lack of safety
related to, or fleeing or attempting to flee domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or
stalking.

5. Program Components that are eligible under this NOFO.

The four components that will be funded through this CoC Program Competition are fully
described at 24 CFR 578.37 and include: (a). Transitional Housing; (b). Supportive Services Only;
(c). Permanent Housing; and (d). HMIS.
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6. Housing with shared kitchen and bathroom facilities.

Under the CoC Interim Rule at 24 CFR 578.75, housing leased with Continuum of Care

program funds, or for which rental assistance payments are made with Continuum of Care
program funds, must meet the applicable standards at 24 CFR 982.401 (HQS), and starting on
October 1, 2026, 24 CFR 5.703 (NSPIRE). Both HQS and NSPIRE require a bathroom and a kitchen
in the unit. HUD will consider requests to waive this regulatory requirement for good cause to
facilitate projects proposing a housing model that does not meet this standard, such as Single
Rooms Occupancy units (SROs).

7. Special CoC NOFO grants and Rural Costs

Grants originally awarded funding under the Special NOFO to Address Unsheltered and Rural
Homelessness, that are expiring in Calendar year 2027 are eligible to renew under this NOFO.
Projects originally awarded under the Rural Set Aside through the Special CoC NOFO
Competition that are applying for renewal may only request costs that are eligible under the CoC
Program.

8. Reallocation

CoCs may reallocate funding from any eligible renewal grant, including grants that have not
previously renewed under the CoC Program, so long as the project has an executed grant
agreement with an expiration date in Calendar Year 2027. For more information on Reallocation
requirements see Sec. I1.B.3.f of this NOFO.

9. Competitive Repurposing of YHDP Renewal Funds

Pursuant to the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026, any CoC, in consultation with their youth
action board, that determines it no longer has an identified need for funds to renew an eligible
YHDP renewal grant under this NOFO shall notify HUD, and HUD shall recapture the YHDP
renewal funding and make the recaptured amounts competitively available for a subsequent
YHDP and Youth Homelessness System Improvement (YHSI) grants NOFO Competition. See
section VI.B.1.c.(3)

10. Preferences for Elderly Individuals and Families and Disabled Individuals and Families
Pursuant to the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026 recipients of CoC Program funds,
including funds awarded under this NOFO and prior CoC Program Competition NOFOs may
establish preferences for:
Elderly individuals and families. For purposes of establishing preferences under this allowance,
HUD is defining elderly as 55 and older.
Disabled individuals and family members. (42 U.S.C. 11360(10)) is the statutory definition of a
"homeless person with a disability” under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. It states
that an individual must be homeless and have one of the following qualifying disabilities:

1. A disability that is expected to be of long or indefinite duration

e substantially impedes the person’s ability to live independently

e could be improved by more suitable housing conditions

e is a physical, mental, or emotional impairment - including an impairment caused by-

alcohol or drug abuse, PTSD, brain injury



2. Or a developmental disability, as defined by federal law

3. Or HIV/AIDS or a condition arising from HIV/AIDS
When implementing these preferences, all other federal fair housing and nondiscrimination
requirements apply.

11. Award Announcement Timeline.
Pursuant to the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026, HUD will announce FY26 CoC awards no
later than December 1, 2026, barring any judicial or congressional intervention.

FY26 HUD Goals

1. Improving Outcomes
This NOFO incentivizes outcomes consistent with the purposes of the CoC program including
optimizing self-sufficiency, reducing homelessness, and minimizing the trauma caused to
communities as a whole by homelessness.

e Reductions in unsheltered homelessness and encampments

e Optimize self-sufficiency among homeless individuals and families

e Increase employment income over government assistance

e Promote treatment and recovery

2. Creating Competition to Improve Innovation and Accountability
HUD is setting Tier 1 at 60% and competing 40% of CoC ARD on the basis of merit between
geographic areas. Increased competition brings the CoC Program back to its original intent as a
competitive program. Competition ensures that CoCs consistently evaluate the effectiveness of
their projects and invest in new projects that deliver the best results at reducing homelessness
and optimizing self-sufficiency.

3. Restoring Balance to the Continuum of Care.
The CoC program has four project components for all CoCs: Permanent Housing, Transitional
Housing, Supportive Service Only, and HMIS. This NOFO provides opportunities to restore a
healthy balance of CoC-funded projects to further community-wide efforts to reduce
homelessness.

4. Prioritizing Treatment and Recovery as a Means to Self-Sufficiency.
This NOFO provides communities opportunities to invest in treatment services and recovery
housing, and ensures that recipients do not distribute drug paraphernalia or knowingly permit the
use and distribution of fatal, illicit drugs on their properties.

5. Promoting Economic Self-Sufficiency.
CoCs should partner with workforce development centers, employers, childcare, and other
supportive service providers to increase employment and employment income for program
participants. CoCs should prioritize projects that help lead to long-term economic independence
for individuals and families to exit homelessness to unsubsidized housing and prevent future
returns to homelessness.
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One way to advance both recovery and self-sufficiency is through supportive service participation
requirements. Well-designed supportive service participation requirements provide structure and
accountability for program participants to meet their unique goals and needs. Rather than hinder
participant choice, participation requirements empower goals and participant progress.

6. Advancing Public Safety for All.
Safety and security for all members of the public, especially those living on the streets and in
encampments, is essential to promoting a community-wide commitment to the goal of ending
homelessness and minimizing trauma to individuals, families, and communities. The CoC
cooperates with law enforcement to advance public safety for the entire community impacted by
homelessness. Projects funded through the CoC assist in preventing and minimizing the trauma
associated with living on the streets or in encampments, especially for women and youth that are
the victims of sexual assault and trafficking.
First responders are critical partners in engaging people into treatment and services and
protecting public order and vulnerable homeless individuals.

7. Minimizing Trauma for Vulnerable Populations.
CoC-funded providers should provide trauma informed care and ensure participant safety in
programs, especially for youth and survivors of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
and stalking.

8. Expanding Access Based on Merit.
HUD is committed to providing an equal opportunity to every applicant, recipient, and program
participant free from discrimination. Part of this commitment is ensuring that faith-based
providers are invited to apply for CoC funding to the same extent as other non-profits and
participate in the community-wide efforts of their local CoCs.
Likewise, HUD is committed to promoting equal access to CoC programs for homeless individuals
and program participants regardless of their race or other protected status. This NOFO prohibits
the use of federal funds being used for any type of racial preferences, even under the guise of
"diversity, equity, and inclusion." HUD wants to increase access to homelessness relief for all
individuals and families.
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